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PLYMOUTH — The Baker-Polito Administration today announced over $11.5 million in grants and loans to
assist communities in addressing deteriorating dams and refurbishing critical coastal infrastructure. The
awards, funded by the Dam and Seawall Repair or Removal Fund and the Governor’s annual capital
budget, include engineering phase or construction phase support for ten dam repair projects, six dam
removals, and six coastal protection reconstruction projects.
“As the Commonwealth experiences more intense storms as a result of climate change, we need to act
proactively to safeguard our residents, businesses and infrastructure,” said Governor Charlie Baker.
“Through the Dam and Seawall Program, our administration is proud to provide significant funding to
municipalities across Massachusetts to improve their storm readiness and overall safety.”
“Collaboration with cities and towns is a key component of our administration’s efforts to prepare for the
impacts of climate change, improve ecological conditions and protect our natural resources,” said
Lieutenant Governor Karyn Polito. “The Dam and Seawall Program helps municipalities pay for important
infrastructure work.”
The Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs’ (EEA) Dam and Seawall Program will award
$11,595,188 in grants and loans to 22 projects to help finalize designs, reconstruct critical infrastructure, or
remove obsolete or unneeded structures. Since its inception, the Dam and Seawall Program has awarded
over $46 million in grant and loans to attend to this important infrastructure.
“Aging dams and seawalls are a serious and pressing challenge facing cities and towns across the
Commonwealth,” said Energy and Environmental Affairs Secretary Matthew Beaton. “The funds awarded
from the Dam and Seawall Program will allow municipalities to take crucial measures to both prepare for
extreme weather scenarios and improve the resiliency of vital infrastructure.”
The Dam and Seawall Program builds upon the Baker-Polito Administration’s commitment to strengthen
the resilience of communities throughout Massachusetts by coordinating assistance to cities and towns
as they prepare for the impacts of climate change. Last year, in a continued effort to mitigate and adapt
to climate change, Governor Baker signed an Executive Order which lays out a comprehensive approach
to further reduce greenhouse gas emissions, safeguard residents, municipalities and businesses from the
impacts of climate change, and build a more resilient Commonwealth.
Dams
Attleboro: $500,000 grant for repair of the Dodgeville Pond Dam
The Dodgeville Pond Dam repair project has received two prior Dam and Seawall Program awards,
one for design and one to stabilize the structure. This project continues the effort to stabilize the
embankment structures and spillway. The dam is a significant hazard classification structure and it is
in “poor” condition. Failure of this structure would threaten nearby buildings and the MBTA/Amtrak
line that crosses the Ten Mile River approximately 600 feet downstream. The City of Attleboro hopes
to use the impoundment formed by the dam as an element of a riverfront park system and the
Commonwealth has supported upstream portions of the park through the Gateway Cities program.
Braintree: $75,000 grant for design and permitting for removal of the Armstrong Dam
The Armstrong Dam is a former mill pond dam on the Monatiquot River, the main stem river of the
Fore River watershed. It is rated a High Hazard Potential structure in “Fair” condition by the
Massachusetts Office of Dam Safety. The dam is on an approximately 30 acre site which includes an
unoccupied former mill complex and Hollingsworth Pond (the 3.8-acre dam impoundment). This
project is part of larger restoration effort for the watershed to restore riverine natural processes and
provide connectivity and passage for diadromous fish. There is not currently any public access to the
site but public river access is a primary goal of the project team which the dam removal will help to
facilitate. The removal of the Armstrong Dam, and the concurrent fish ladder construction project at
the Great Pond Reservoir will restore fish passage to the reservoir for the first time since the 1800s.
Additionally, dam removal can result in improved water quality in the main stem Monatiquot River by
reducing water temperature and increasing water circulation. This award will support engineering work
to advance the design and permit phase.
Brockton: $135,256 grant for design and permitting for repair of the Ellis Brett Pond Dam
Ellis Brett Pond Dam impounds Salisbury Brook to form Ellis Brett Pond in Brockton. The dam is
classified as a small size, high hazard potential structure. The dam is the sixth dam in a series of
seven dams located in the City of Brockton’s D.W. Field Park that were constructed in 1930. Six of the
seven dams have been identified as having inadequate spillway or flood conveyance capacity. The
dams are located upstream of densely populated residential and industrial areas within the City. The
dam is operated in a manner that provides ancillary flood control benefits to downstream roads and
properties. This grant for design and permitting of repairs to the Ellis Brett Dam will also include a
watershed based study to evaluate the spillway capacity of the seven City-owned dams within the
watershed to ultimately allow the design of proper flood conveyance capacity at Ellis Brett Pond
Dam.
Foxborough: $126,600 grant for design and permitting for the removal of the West Street Dam
West Street Dam is considered a significant hazard dam in “poor” condition. Originally constructed for
a mill, the dam does not have a current purpose. The dam is upstream of forest and forested
wetlands with low density residential property in the vicinity. Replacement of the dam with a culvert
or bridge would improve the ecology of the Cocasset River and permanently eliminate failure risk that
would threaten West Street.
Gardner: $292,800 grant for repair of the Wright’s Reservoir Dam
The Wrights Reservoir Dam impounds Mahoney Brook to form Wrights Reservoir in Gardner. The
dam is classified as a large size, high hazard potential structure. The structure is part of the Gardner
Local Protection Project (LPP) flood management system constructed by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE) in the 1960s for flood protection of important industrial properties along the
Mahoney and Greenwood Brooks. The project will repair the dam and bring the structure into
compliance with U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Massachusetts Office of Dam Safety compliance
standards. This will increase public safety and protect public infrastructure through an increased
capacity to manage flood flows and a decreased probability of a dam breach. Engineering and
permitting for this project was supported with a 2017 Dam and Seawall Program grant.
Gloucester: $1,000,000 grant for reconstruction of the Haskell Pond Dam.
The Haskell Pond Dam is owned and managed by the City of Gloucester as part of its water supply
network. The dam is a high hazard structure in “poor” condition. This 43-foot-high, 480-foot-long
structure was built in 1902. This award will provide funding for the construction work necessary to
refurbish the structure to ensure compliance with state law. This project was previously funded with
$175,000 from the Dam and Seawall Program to support engineering, permitting, and the
development of construction documents. A $500,000 grant in fiscal year 2017 and a $500,000 loan
initiated work on this structure.
Mill Farm Initiative (Winchendon): $250,000 grant for design and permitting for removal of the White’s
Mill Pond Dam
White’s Mill Pond Dam in Winchendon is an intermediate size, high hazard class structure in “poor”
physical condition. The nonprofit Mill Farm Initiative owns the dam but the structure does not
currently serve a purpose. Removal of the dam will reduce the threat of flooding downstream,
improve ecological conditions, and allow the organization to devote resources to its mission. This
award will support the completion of designs and permits for eventual removal of the structure.
Northampton: $633,996 grant for removal of the Upper Roberts Meadow Dam
The Upper Roberts Meadow Reservoir Dam is a high hazard, earthen embankment with a curved
stone masonry spillway that was constructed in 1883. The reservoir was originally constructed as part
of the City’s water supply system. It is taken off line and no longer used as a water supply reservoir
because of its small volume compared to the City’s other larger water supply reservoirs. The
condition of the Upper Roberts Meadow Reservoir dam has been rated as “poor/unsafe”. As the
reservoir is no longer needed for water supply, the dam will be removed and the stream within the
existing reservoir basin will be restored. The dam removal will result in a multitude of long-term
benefits to local resources, including: restoration of connectivity of Roberts Meadow Brook to allow
migration of brook trout and other aquatic organisms from a lower segmented portion of the brook
to the upper reaches of the brook; restoration of natural flow patterns; reestablishment of natural
sediment and nutrient transport; improvement of water quality; and enhancement of habitat value;
and long-term sustainable benefits for aquatic organisms. The design and engineering for this project
was supported by the Dam and Seawall Program in fiscal year 2014.
Norton: $261,000 grant for repair of the Chartley Pond Dam
The Chartley Pond Dam was originally constructed in 1696. The dam is a high hazard class structure
in “poor” condition with a growing sinkhole behind the spillway and advanced deterioration of the
upstream wall. The crest of the dam supports South Worcester Street at the intersection of Route 123.
Recent inundation analysis indicates that 25 streets in Norton and 12 streets in Taunton, along with all
associated infrastructure, would be impacted by dam failure. This project will support repairs to the
upstream wall.
Peabody: $98,040 grant for repair of the Elginwood Pond Dam
The Elginwood Pond Dam is a significant hazard class structure in “poor” physical condition. The City
of Peabody will conduct a series of repairs to the dam that will bring the structure in to compliance
with dam safety regulations. This work will also help to preserve and protect the investment the City
has made in the parkland in the area.
Pittsfield: $500,000 grant and $500,000 loan for repair of the Upper Sackett Reservoir Dam
The Upper Sackett Reservoir Dam is located Town of Hinsdale and owned by the City of Pittsfield.
The structure is 600 feet long with a height of 76 feet and is classified as a large size, high hazard
potential dam in “poor” condition. Upper Sackett Reservoir Dam is an integral part of the City of
Pittsfield’s water supply system and must be repaired to assure the availability of drinking water. The
dam in its current state poses a potential threat to public safety as its failure would likely result in a
loss of life and property damage. Assessments of the downstream area have determined that
approximately 1,700 people and 550 properties would be severely impacted by the failure of the
dam. This project will address numerous deficiencies and return the dam to compliance with dam
safety specifications.
Plymouth: $1,000,000 grant for removal of the Holmes Playground Dam
The removal of the Holmes Playground Dam is the final project in the15-year initiative to restore
Town Brook. The dam is a high hazard class structure in “poor” condition. The removal of the high
hazard dam, restoration of the stream and stream crossing and replacement of the failing bridge
infrastructure will reduce the risk of flooding during extreme weather events, restore floodplain
connectivity, increase wetland habitat, restore the riparian corridor, restore stream habitat, restore the
herring run and thereby enhance a self-sustaining system. The project’s elimination of a major
impoundment that restricts flow along the brook and the subsequent river restoration, will allow for
greater floodplain area which will aid the climate change resiliency to both the riverine system itself
and vulnerable downstream areas.
Rutland: $150,000 grant for design and permitting for repair of the Moulton Pond Dam
The Moulton Pond Dam is comprised of the Massachusetts State Route 56 roadway embankment
and stone spillway structure that conveys flow from Moulton Pond beneath the embankment to Stet
Mill Pond, then eventually the Ware River. Moulton Pond Dam is a high hazard dam in “unsafe”
condition owned and operated by the Town of Rutland and C.B. Blair Development Corp. A collapse
of this structure would most likely result in the closure of Route 56 and would damage residences
downstream. Repair of the structure will assure safety and continuity of vehicle traffic and reduce the
likelihood of a dam failure.
Scituate: $227,309 grant for design and permitting of upgrade of the Scituate Reservoir Dam
This grant will support the final design and permitting of the Scituate Reservoir Dam Water Storage
and Fish Passage Improvements Project. During the drought in 2016 and despite aggressive water
use reduction efforts, the Town of Scituate suffered a severe water shortage. This project will increase
storage while also allowing for flows into First Herring Brook that support an important river
ecosystem. Work will raise the Reservoir Dam impoundment and Tack Factory Pond 1.5 ft. above the
existing maximum normal pool. The spillway will be modified to increase the spillway capacity with a
motor operated bottom hinged gate. The existing fishway at Reservoir Dam will also be modified to
lower the fishway exit channel into the impoundment and incorporate removable weirs to provide
passage of anadromous at the majority of reservoir water levels during the spring and fall migration
periods. The Project will add 108.8 acre-feet of storage, which is approximately 28 days of water
supply at the Town’s typical winter withdrawal rate. The project has been supported by DEP’s Water
Management Act Assistance Grant program.
Wildlands Trust of Southeastern Massachusetts (Kingston): $125,100 grant for design and permitting of
removal of the Sylvia Place Dam
The Sylvia Place Pond Dam, located in Kingston, Massachusetts, is an intermediate-sized,
significant-hazard earth embankment dam that has been in “poor” condition for many years.
Originally constructed to power mills which no longer exist, the Dam is located within the Wildlands
Trust Stewart/Person Preserve, which consists of over 26 acres of land. The Preserve includes trails
open to the public and recreational fishing. The dam discharges to a small perennial stream which is
a tributary to Furnace Brook and the Jones River. Failure of the dam at maximum pool will overtop
Bryant Mill Pond Dam and would likely cause significant interruption of Sylvia Place Road, Elm Street
(Route 80), and damage to adjacent homes. Recent evaluations on the dam have all concluded that
the best alternative to deal with the structure and remove threats to downstream infrastructure is to
breach the dam.
Worcester: $309,375 grant for repair of the Patch Reservoir Dam
Patch Reservoir Dam is classified as an Intermediate-size, high hazard potential dam in “poor”
condition. Rehabilitation is required to bring the dam into compliance with current Massachusetts
dam safety regulations, and to comply with the Certificate of Non-Compliance and Dam Safety
Order. These repairs will mitigate public safety concerns and protect the lives and property of the
numerous residents that live downstream of the dam. Safety concerns also include downstream
public infrastructure, including, three downstream dams (two of which are also classified as High
Hazard), June Street bridge, Coes Reservoir pedestrian bridge, Park Avenue bridge, public utilities,
and recreational fields. Other improvements by the City of Worcester in the watershed include the
rehabilitation of Coes Reservoir Dam and the upcoming removal of Patch Pond Dam (located
immediately downstream of Patch Reservoir Dam). The project will also maintain recreational access
and use of the Patch Reservoir, particularly for the adjacent mapped environmental justice
population.
Coastal Structures
Chilmark: $199,550 grant to remove the Squibnocket Revetment
The Town of Chilmark intends to expand the town beach by removing the hardened structures and
moving the parking area back away from the beach. This project will help to restore areas of the
protective barrier beach while ensuring safer access to nearby homes. The removal of the revetment
and the roadway above it will also allow for occasional natural water exchanges with Squibnocket
Pond. The project will improve public use of the beach.
Marshfield: $1,852,875 grant for repair of the Brant Rock Seawall.
These funds will be used to reconstruct and improve an approximately 600 lf section of deteriorated
seawall on Ocean Street near Brant Rock. The structure protects Ocean Street, adjacent residential
areas, and associated utilities from storm damage. The existing structure has become increasingly
deteriorated and now downgraded to “poor” conditions by the most recent MA DCR Coastal Hazard
evaluation performed in 2013 and, in January 2015, an 80 foot section of seawall failed. Ocean Street
is the primary access through the area connecting the communities of Brant Rock and Ocean Bluff
with major state highways and is also an evacuation route during storms.
Quincy: $225,000 grant for design and permitting for the repair of the Houghs Neck Seawalls
Quincy has approximately 27 miles of heavily developed coastline, nearly half of which depends
upon seawalls for protection. Quincy’s seawalls are used to protect the health and safety of residents
and their homes, freshwater wetlands, and utilities (including water, gas, sewer lines and the MWRA
sewer trunk line to Nut Island Wastewater Treatment Plant, as well as public access stairways). The
Houghs Neck seawall provides protection for Sea Street, the only evacuation route for many
neighborhoods. Many of the seawalls that directly protect over 65 homes along Houghs Neck (and
hundreds more indirectly) are near the end of their 50-year life expectancy. The City is currently
designing repairs to many of these coastal structures. The Dam and Seawall Program is currently
supporting this work for Adams Shore and portions of Houghs Neck.
Rockport: $228,000 grant for design and permitting for the repair of the Long Beach Seawall
Originally constructed in 1931, the 3,300 foot Long Beach seawall protects approximately 154 houses,
Old County and Long Beach Roads, 30 acres of dune, tidal salt marsh, and Saratoga Creek which
opens to the sea at the easterly end of the seawall. The structure is in deteriorated condition. The
design will include repair and improvement of the Long Beach shore protection and public access
structures, and the implementation of beach nourishment.
Salem: $1,220,000 grant for repair of the Forest River Park seawall.
The award supports the design and permitting for the repair/replacement of an approximately 60-
year old deteriorating, concrete seawall located at the eastern boundary of Forest River Park in Salem.
The existing seawall is part of the City of Salem’s Canal Street Flood Mitigation Project. The Canal
Street Flood Mitigation Project is a $20 million project that has received funding from the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) with a goal of reducing flooding for up to the 1-percent
annual chance event (100-year event), in the Canal Street and Salem State University O’Keefe
Parking Lot. Additional benefits are realized at the Forest River Park where flood issues at the ball
field are corrected, more frequent pond flushing is allowed, and improvements are aimed at
preventing the existing seawall from overtopping from flooding on the landward side.
Weymouth: $1,685,887 grant for repair of the Fore River Avenue seawall
This project will support repairs and improvements to coastal protection infrastructure at Fore River
Avenue in Weymouth. This infrastructure includes approximately 905 feet of seawall and associated
revetment, as well as drainage infrastructure that discharges directly into coastal waters. The seawall
is believed to have been built in the 1950s and is at strong risk for significant damage and possible
failure during a major coastal storm. The structures will be improved by relocating and reconstructing
the eastern segment of seawall (approx. 325 feet); expanding and stabilizing the revetment the length
of Fore River Avenue; and reconstructing stormwater management systems with proprietary
separators and check valves to pretreat discharge and control backflows.
“The Holmes Dam removal is the final step in Plymouth’s 15 year effort to revitalize the Town Brook,” said
State Senator Vinny deMacedo (R-Plymouth). “I am appreciative of the Baker-Polito Administration’s
partnership with our community on this important issue and their commitment to investing in our water
resources.”
“The Holmes Playground dam was previously identified as a high hazard structure in accordance with MA
Dam Safety guidelines,” said State Representative Mathew Muratore (R-Plymouth). “It’s important to
remove unsafe dams that pose a risk to public safety and I am thrilled that the Administration has
invested in safeguarding our communities.”
“These grants reflect the dedicated work and commitment of Marshfield and Scituate town officials,
elected leaders, and taxpayers,” said State Representative Jim Cantwell (D-Marshfield), Co-Chair of the
Massachusetts Legislative Coastal Caucus. “It’s a point of enormous pride that this fund has generated
over $14 million for Marshfield and Scituate in just the last five years. I’m deeply grateful that the Baker-
Polito Administration continues to prioritize significant investments for water infrastructure and coastal
resiliency.”
“I am pleased that the Baker-Polito Administration has selected the Holmes Playground Dam removal
project as a recipient of their dam fund,” said State Representative Randy Hunt (R-Sandwich). “It’ll be $1
million well spent, with positive ecological, environmental, and public safety outcomes for Plymouth.”
“The recent storm we had demonstrates that maintenance and improvement of our coastal infrastructure
is one of the greatest challenges facing our coastal communities,” said State Senator Patrick O’Connor
(R-Weymouth). “Thank you to the Baker-Polito Administration and Secretary Beaton and the for the Dam
and Seawall grants awarded to Marshfield, Scituate and Weymouth today and their continued
commitment to coastal resiliency and ensuring that the South Shore and the Commonwealth’s coastal
communities are prepared to deal with the effects of climate change.”
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Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 
The Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs seeks to protect, preserve, and
enhance the Commonwealth’s environmental resources while ensuring a clean energy future for
the state’s residents. Through the stewardship of open space, protection of environmental
resources, and enhancement of clean energy, the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental
Affairs works tirelessly to make Massachusetts a wonderful place to live, work, and raise a family.
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